Equip Class
Relational Evangelism in Everyday Life

Session 5 – Relationships

Building authentic relationships with unbelievers is key to evangelism.

The story of the Good Samaritan gives us some profound principles for evangelism (Luke 10:25-37)
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The Kingdom of God is relational

Jesus sums up life in terms of love relationships—with God and our neighbor.

God didn’t hand out flyers to the world—he sent his Son.

God is triune—a relational being.


Jesus radically identified with people

Jesus had a “go to them”—not “come to us”—approach.

Jesus understood our human experience from the inside out—we must seek to understand our friends’ doubts, questions, and pains.

Jesus demonstrated the everybody is somebody to God.

Are you involved in authentic friendships where you share your life with unbelieving friends?


Jesus was radically different—we should be too. How?

We display God’s love with our actions.

We depend on God’s power through prayer.

We declare God’s truth by presenting people with the real Jesus of the Bible—he’s irresistible.




Reflection 

Do you think that, by character, you tend more towards being radically identified with the world, or radically different? How does Jesus’ example help you to be both?






Jesus never treated people as merely evangelistic projects. He established real relationships with real people. What stops you establishing real relationships with non-Christians?
Why is it liberating to realize that Jesus calls us to have real friendships with people, rather than to stand aloof, or fun in, hist someone with the gospel, and run off again? Are there any changes you need to make in your schedule in order to pursue real, natural relationships with people in your life?
