
WHY DOES THE STORYLINE OF THE BIBLE MATTER?

Provides the broader context for understanding any given passage in the Bible
Ask yourself: Where am I in the storyline of Scripture?

Demonstrates the progressive nature of God’s revelation in the Bible
Ask yourself: Where else do I see this in Scripture? Is this a pattern/theme that is
repeated? 

Reveals the central figure and climactic center of the Bible—Jesus Christ and his
redemptive work (i.e. life, death, and resurrection)

Ask yourself: How does this point to or stand in relation to the person and/or
work of Jesus Christ?

Helps identify both the unity of the Bible and its rich diversity
Ask yourself: How does this contribute to the overall storyline of Scripture? What
is unique about this passage in comparison to others throughout the storyline of
Scripture?

Romans 12:1-2 - We are to live lives of sacrificial worship to God. We will either be
shaped by…

The World – “Do not be conformed to this world…”
The Word – “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”

Our whole lives are shaped by some story
The way we understand human life depends on what conception we have of the
human story. What is the real story of which my life story is a part?” - Leslie
Newbigin

For Interpreting the Bible

For Christian Living and Our Place in the World 

C H R I S T I A N  S T O R Y :
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  S T O R Y L I N E  O F  T H E  B I B L E

Act 1 - Creation: God Establishes His Kingdom

Act 2 - Fall: Rebellion in the Kingdom

Act 3 - Redemption Initiated: The King Chooses Israel

Act 4 - Redemption Accomplished: The Coming of the King

Act 5 - The Mission of the Church: Spreading the News of the King

Act 6 - Redemption Completed: The Return of the King

THE STORYLINE OF THE BIBLE



C H R I S T I A N  S T O R Y :
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  S T O R Y L I N E  O F  T H E  B I B L E

1. God brings all things into being by his sovereign word.

Key text: Gen. 1:1 (cf. Rev. 4:11)

God is the supreme ruler over all creation, he created all things and all things exist for

him.

2. God’s creation is very good.

Key text: Gen. 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31

In Genesis 1-2 we see that God’s character is reflected in his creation and it reveals his

design and purpose for it. The Garden of Eden and Adam and Eve’s role in it is a glimpse

of what God desires for the whole of creation as history unfolds.

3. God creates humanity in his own image—the image of God 

Key text: Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15

God’s creation of humanity is the high point of the creation account and reveals

humanity’s special relationship to their Creator and unique role in creation.

CREATION: GOD ESTABLISHES HIS KINGDOM



E l o h i m  ( G e n . 1 ) ;  Y H W H  E l o h i m  ( G e n .  2 : 3 ) ;  Y H W H  ( E x .  3 ;  6 : 1 - 1 2 )

P o l e m i c a l / A r g u m e n t a t i v e  -  P u r p o s e f u l  w o r d s  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  f a l s e  t r u t h

T h e  a t t e n t i o n  i s  n o t  o n  t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  b u t  o n  t h e  O n e  w h o  c r e a t e d .  I s r a e l  b e g i n s  t o  s e e  t h a t
t h i s  G o d  i s  d i f f e r e n t

N o t  j u s t  p o l e m i c ,  b u t  c a r e f u l l y  p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  s h o w  t h a t  G o d  i s  t h e  d i v i n e  s o u r c e
o f  a l l  t h i n g s  

H e  s t a n d s  a p a r t  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a n d  h e  h a s  a  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i s  c r e a t i o n  

G o d  i s  t h e  A r t i s t  o f  A L L  t h i n g s  -  ( 1 )  I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  ( 2 )  c r e a t e d ,  ( 3 )  G o d  [ a c t i n g  s u b j e c t ]

C r e a t i o n  i s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  w i l l  a n d  t h e  w o r k  o f  h i s  h a n d  

H e  c r e a t e s  a l l  t h i n g s ,  n a m e s  a l l  t h i n g s ,  h e  i s  L o r d  o v e r  a l l  c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  h i s  c r e a t i o n  i s  g o o d  

G o d  d o e s  n o t  w i t h h o l d  h i m s e l f  f r o m  h i s  c r e a t i o n

M a n  a n d  W o m a n  a r e  c r e a t e d .  W e  a r e  n o t  m e r e l y  r a n d o m  p r o d u c t s  o f  t i m e  a n d  c h a n c e

H u m a n k i n d  i s  u n i q u e  a m o n g  G o d ' s  c r e a t u r e s

W e  a r e  m a d e  i n  H i s  i m a g e  w i t h  a  u n i q u e  v o c a t i o n ;  W e  w e r e  m a d e  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e .  M a d e  t o
b e  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  W e  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

A d a m  a n d  E v e ’ s  r o y a l  s t e w a r d s h i p  i s  t o  b e  a  s m a l l  v e r s i o n  o f  w h a t  G o d  i n t e n d s  t o  h a p p e n
t o  t h e  w h o l e  o f  c r e a t i o n  a s  h i s t o r y  u n f o l d s .  

T h i s  s a m e  G o d  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  r e d e e m  a n d  r e t u r n  f o r  h i s  o w n  a s  h u m a n i t y  b e g i n s  t o  d o
w h a t ’ s  r i g h t  i n  h i s  o w n  e y e s .  

C R E A T I O N :  G O D  E S T A B L I S H E S  H I S  K I N G D O M

1 )  W H O  I S  T H E  " L O R D  G O D "

2 )  A  F A I T H  F O R  I S R A E L

3 )  W H A T  K I N D  O F  L I T E R A T U R E  I S  G E N E S I S ?

4 )  T H E  G O D  W H O  B R I N G S  A L L  T H I N G S  I N T O  B E I N G  

5 )  H U M A N K I N D  A S  G O D ' S  I M A G E

6 )  T H E  W O R L D  A S  G O D ' S  K I N G D O M
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